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Introduction 

 
Over the years, the United Nations has been heavily criticized for high incidences of rape               

perpetrated by peacekeepers and for its policies in response to such allegations. Despite a              

“zero tolerance” approach, the UN has shielded its perpetrators from consequences under            

immunity laws and, in a few instances, doled out punishments that are shockingly inappropriate              

to the crime. For example, impregnating a minor resulted in only a nine-day suspension.              

Impunity is enjoyed by those who commit these crimes because international laws are             

interpreted to grant peacekeepers immunity from any criminal activities in the countries they             

serve. Many UN officials, including the Secretary-General and the UN director of the Office of               

the Under-Secretary-General for Management, have committed the organization to end          

impunity, hold peacekeepers accountable and stop sexual exploitation and assault, but many            

are wary that the promises they have heard for decades will continue to disappoint without a                

critical look at the immunity laws and how far they can reach.  

 
Definition of Key Terms 

Impunity  To be removed from punishment or to receive freedom from the 
consequences of an action. 

Sexual violence  Any sexual act, attempt to obtain a sexual act, unwanted sexual 
comments or advances, or acts to traffic, or directed against a person’s 
sexuality using coercion, by any person regardless of their relationship to 
the victim, in any setting. Forms of sexual violence includes sex 
trafficking, rape, sexual abuse, having sexual contacts with minors, 
incest etc. 

Child sexual 

abuse 

A form of child abuse that includes sexual activity with a minor. A child 
cannot legally consent to any forms of sexual activity. Child sexual abuse 
does not only include physical actions, but also through obscene calls, 
texts messages or any sexual act through digital interaction. Physical 
forms of child sexual abuse are Masturbation with a minor or forcing the 



minor to masturbate; Intercourse, owning, or sharing pornographic 
images or movies of childrens etc. 

Sex trafficing The act of transporting people illegally from one place to another for the 
purpose of sexual activities without consent. This may include the use of 
violence and coercion. 

Sex offendor A perpetrator who has committed a sexual crime.  

UN 

peacekeepers 

UN Peacekeeping is the largest and most visible representation of the 
United Nations. It is an investment in global peace, security, and stability. 
Peacekeepers protect civilians, actively prevent conflict, reduce violence, 
strengthen security and empower national authorities to assume these 
responsibilities. 

 
Background Information 

The origins of diplomatic immunity has been evolved over the course of many wars from               

initially when messengers of diplomats were immune to capital punishment. Diplomats enter the             

country under a principle of safe-conduct, and violation thereof was considered a “breach of              

honour”. One of the strongest advocates of diplomatic immunity in this time were the Mongols               

under Genghis Khan, who swore severe vengeance against states who violated such rights.             

The British Parliament in 1709 was the first to guarantee diplomatic immunity; other countries              

followed suit. Modern notions of immunity developed simultaneously alongside modern          

elements of diplomacy, as the growth of diplomatic responsibilities prompted an increase in             

diplomatic privileges. In the 1990s, humanitarian crises in the Balkans, Somalia, and Cambodia             

led to an increase in the scale of peacekeeping operations, as more were being deployed. While                

the increase of operations was welcomed in the face of upcoming issues, it was difficult to                

tackle some of the issues coming from troops, especially holding them accountable for their              

actions within the missions. The Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United              

Nations enshrined the privileges and immunities regime of the UN, within the MS, also giving               

privileges and immunities attached to certain categories of people, including UN officials. 

 

Key Issues 
 

Abuse of diplomatic policies 



With the use of the Vienna convention, it has been said that diplomats have been               

regularly evading justice in both criminal and civil matters. Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond,             

in 2015, moved to reveal how diplomats serving in Britain had more than £87 million in unpaid                 

congestion charges since 2003. There have been many instances over the past years when              

representatives of states have abused their power and privileges granted to them. 

 

Abuses by the UN officials and experts 
By far the most serious of these problems in peacekeeping regions is sexual exploitation              

and other exploitative actions on the part of troops and civilian personnel. There have been               

numerous reports of UN personnel committing serious crimes, from rape to the forced             

prostitution of women and youth. In recent years, there have been allegations of this problem,               

particularly in Bosnia, Burundi, Cambodia, Congo, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,            

Guinea, Haiti, Kosovo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Sudan. 

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 
British parliament  

The British Parliament in 1709 was the first to guarantee diplomatic immunity; other 

countries followed. Modern ideas of immunity developed simultaneously alongside modern 

elements of diplomacy, as the growth of diplomatic responsibilities creates an increase in 

diplomatic privileges too. 
 
AIDS Free World 

In 2015 AIDS Free World, launched a campaign in order to end impunity for personnel               

who commit sexual abuse during U.N. peacekeeping missions.  

 

UN peacekeepers 
Over the last two decades, UN peacekeepers have been accused of abuses in Liberia,              

Congo, Bosnia and Haiti. Personnel have forced women and children to have sex in exchange               

for food. They have trafficked women into U.N. missions and systematically raped them, and              

have committed other horrible acts of sexual violence. Few of those responsible have ever been               

brought to justice. 

 

Pakistan 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/01/wikileaks-un-peacekeepers_n_944917.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/01/wikileaks-un-peacekeepers_n_944917.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7420798.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7420798.stm


Pakistan allows their troops to return to society even with evidence of their crimes              

against sexual violence. 

 

Code Blue 
Code Blue is a global campaign that calls for an end to this situation. Reforming the laws                 

will be a start. Placing pressure on countries to prosecute their troops will also be a significant                 

step forward. Creative proposals on hybrid courts and other international legal infrastructure            

might be required. But the starting point for all of us is to take ownership of the United Nations,                   

which is funded by all of our governments. 

 

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions 
 

Date  Description of event 

1709 The British Parliament in 1709 was the first to 
guarantee diplomatic immunity 

1990 Humanitarian crises in the Balkans, Somalia, 
and Cambodia led to a dramatic increase in 
the scale of peacekeeping operations, as 
more were being deployed. While the 
increase of operations was welcomed in the 
face of upcoming issues, it was difficult to 
tackle some of the issues coming from 
troops. 

1946  The 1946 Convention grants the following 
immunities to UN Personnel 

2013 It was revealed that French troops on duty in 
the Central African Republic are alleged to 
have committed systematic rape and abuse 
on children at a displaced persons' camp. 

2015 AIDS Free World launched a campaign to 
end impunity for personnel who commit 
sexual abuse during U.N. peacekeeping 
missions. 

 
Treaties and Events 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/30/world/france-un-car-sex-abuse-claims/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/30/world/france-un-car-sex-abuse-claims/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuVlT-2OWXs


➔ The Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations 

➔ The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations  
➔  

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 
The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 1961 is the treaty accepted by 189             

states so far, that sets out the rules for diplomatic relations amongst many member states. It                

also sets out the privileges that are offered to diplomats on diplomatic missions while performing               

their diplomatic duties. This immunity continues to be in effect even after the person is no longer                 

in UN service. Certain high officials, as well as experts, also enjoy the same immunities as                

diplomats, but these apply only while the person holds the specific status thereof.  

 

Possible Solutions 
A possible solution is perhaps to change degrees of willingness to recommend            

alterations to the agreements set at the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961.  
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